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REDESCRIPTION OF VACCINITES FORTISI (CATULLO, 1834)
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ABSTRACT

Vaccinites fortisi (Catullo) is a species which has been practically ignored because of the little diffusion
of Catullo’s works (1827, 1834). Specimens that should have been attributed to this species have been
recognized instead as Vaccinites taburnii (Guiscardi), Vaccinites gaudryi (Munier-Chalmas), Vaccinites
chaperi (Douvillé), Vaccinites atheniensis (Ktenas) and others, all of them species instituted later. Abundant
fossil material collected in the south-central Apennines (Italy) has been examined and studied the original
specimens of Catullo’s collection at Padova, as well as others of other collections. It was concluded that all
the hippuritid species that were considered, can be grouped and recognized as Vaccinites fortisi (Catullo), as
being the species name which has the priority. This species is characteristic of the Santonian.
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RESUMEN

Vaccinites fortisi (Catullo) es una especie que ha sido practicamente ignorada por la escasa difusion
de los trabajos de Catullo (1827, 1834). Ejemplares que debieron ser atribuidos a esta especie han sido
reconocidos como Vaccinites taburnii (Guiscardi), Vaccinites gaudryi (Munier-Chalmas), Vaccinites chapert
(Douvillé), Vaccinites atheniensis (Ktenas) y otras, todas ellas especies que se instituyeron después de la de
Catullo. Fue examinado abundante material fésil colectado en el sur y centro de los Apeninos de Italia y
fueron estudiados los ejemplares originales de la coleccion de Catullo en Padua, asi como otras colecciones.
Se llegé a la conclusion de que todas las especies de hipuritidos que han sido consideradas por los autores,
pueden ser agrupadas y reconocidas como Vaccinites fortisi (Catullo), por ser el nombre de la especie que

Giuseppe Sirna3

tiene prioridad. La especie es caracteristica del Santoniano.

Palabras clave: Hippuritidae, Vaccinites fortisi (Catullo), Santoniano, Apeninos italianos.

INTRODUCTION

During the field work in south-central Apennines, a
considerable amount of rudists was collected, which have been
described along several papers (Paradisi and Sirna, 1965;
Polsak et al., 1970:; Carbone et al., 1971; Praturlon and Sirna,
1975, 1976; Laviano and Sirna, 1979; Carbone et al., 1980;
Carbone and Simna, 1981: Accordi et al., 1982; Matteuccli et
al., 1982; Sirna, 1982, 1983; Accordi et al., 1987; Cestart and
Sirna, 1987; Accordi et al., 1988; Accordi et al., 1990; Sirna,
1990; Pons and Sirna, 1992; Cherchi et al., 1993). Hippuritids,
which form a great part of this fossil material, were identified
using all those characters that normally are considered by
rudist taxonomists—form of the ligamentary crest, form of the
pillars, angular measure between the ligamentary crest and the
pillars...—except the upper valve, which 1s rarely found.

As a consequence, the presence of a certain number of
hippuritid species in the study area was stated, but, while the
observations increased with new sedimentological and pa-
lacoecological data, and the species descriptions and figura-
tions made by preceding authors were critically analyzed, it
was thought that the specific diversity present in the outcrops
could be more apparent than real. In fact, 1t was considered that
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the morphostructural diversity of the main taxonomic features
was due to environmental constrains that conditioned several
specimens from populations of the same species, originating
ecomorphotypes.

Essentially, most of the reported species established in
the past by different authors, could be morphotypic moditica-
tions of very few, or maybe only one, species. This possibility
induced to analyse a group of Vaccinites species (see the
synonymy list); the result of this study, based on field obser-
vations and on bibliographic data, lead to recognize the pres-
ence of the same diagnostic features in all of them and to
propose Vaccinites fortisi (Catullo, 1834) as the species which
has the priority. The main species that were studied are the
following.

Vaccinites fortisi (Catullo)
(Figure 3)

Probably the fossil reported by Fortis (1802, pl. 6, fig.
¢), that he attributed to the Orthoceratids, was the first refer-
ence of this species.

Catullo (1827) described, figured and named Hippurites
fortisi, an hippuritid specimen that he considered different
from that of Fortis "... quantunque vi si accosti moltissimo
nell’aspetto e nella grandezza" (... though it is much similar
both in shape and size). Catullo’s drawing does not show the
inner features but this specimen, preserved in the collections
of the Universitd di Padova, was sectioned by Parona and
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displays the arrangement and shape of pillars and ligamentary
crest. In the same paper, Catullo also described and figured H.

fitoloideus that, for the present authors, 1s H. fortisi itself.

Catullo (1834, 1842) referred to both species.

Da Rio (1843-44) reported the finding of H. cf. fortisi in
marly carbonates (scaglia) of the Eugane1 Mts. (northern It-
aly), and Gemmellaro (1848) described a variety of H. fortisi.

Parona (1908) figured the transversal section of the right
valve of the hippuritids of the Cansiglio area (northern Italy)
belonging to Catullo’s collection. He attributed to Hippurites
(Vuccinites) chaperi Douvillé, a junior species name, the type
of Hippurites fortisi Catullo, arguing the incomplete descrip-
tion made by Catullo. Other specimens were attributed respec-
tively to H. (Vaccinites) praecorbaricus Toucas, H. (V.)
praepetrocoriensis Toucas, H. (V.) gaudryi Munier-Chalmas
and H. (V.) {. ind., but the authors of this paper consider that
all of them belong to the same species.

Kiihn (1948) recognized the validity of H. (V.) fortisi
Catullo and affirmed that all specimens collected in Istria and
in Friuli, assigned by Parona (1908, 1911, 1926, 1932) to H.
(V.) chaperi, those described by Futterer (18396) as H. crassi-
costatus and all older references to H. fortisi have to be
attributed to H. (V.) fortisi Catullo.

Polsak (1963) described a section of H (V.) fortisi from

Pljesevica (Croatia) and suggested a Santonian age for this
species.

Vaccinites taburnii (Guiscardi)
(Figure 2, B, D, I; Figure 3, O, Ua, Ub, V, X, Z)

This species was instituted by Guiscardi (1864) on one
lower valve collected in Taburno Mt. (southern Italy). In the
same paper, Hippurites baylei, also based on the description
of one lower valve, and H. arduini, constituted by an upper
valve collected in Abruzzo (central Italy), were proposed.

Douvillé (1891-97) reproduced the figures of H. taburnii
and H. bavler of Guiscardi (18364), concluding that these are
two varieties of the same species, differing just 1n the more or
less accentuated convergence of their pillars.

[.ater on, while Vaccinites taburnii has been considered
to be the valid species and recognized all along the eastern
Mediterranean Province, less consideration have had H. baylei
and H. arduini that were not taken into account by the succes-
sive authors.

From the original description of this species, 1t was
generally thought that the apex of the ligamentary crest was
rounded. In the figures made by Parona (1901), one of them
reproduced by Toucas (1903-04), the apex of the higamentary
crest appears as truncated; this feature was pointed out by
Douvillé (1910), who recognized the truncation of the apex of
the ligamentary crest in the specimens collected in Algeria.

Douvillé (1913) proposcd H. (V.) jullieni, based on
specimens earlier considered to be H. (V.) taburnii (Douvillé,
1910).

This species has been collected in Italy—Taburno Mt.,
Abruzzo, Campania, S. Polo Matese—Serbia, Istria, Hungary,
Turkey, and Algena.

Guiscardi (1864) did not indicate the age of this species;
De Alessandr (1898) considered early Santonian the speci-
mens found in Sirone (northern Italy, Lombard Prealps), age
later confirmed by Parona (1901); Toucas (1903-04) dubiously
attributed the specimens from Taburno Mt. to the Coniacian,
and the same age was accepted by Douvillé (1910). Polsak
(1967), who established a reliable and definite stratigraphy of
the Cretaceous of Istria, attributed this species to the San-
tonian-early Campanian, age accepted by all successive

authors.

Vaccinites gaudryi (Munier-Chalmas in Gaudry, 1862-67)
(Figure 2, E; Figure 3,P,R, T, Y)

Vaccinites gaudryi was instituted by Munier-Chalmas
(Gaudry, 1862-1867), on material from Greece and first fig-
ured by Douvillé (1898), who recognized the truncated apex
of the ligamentary crest. This species has been considered a
variety or subspecies of Vaccinites cornuvaccinum Bronn by

several authors.
Besides Greece, this species has been reported from

Gosau, Dolomites, Carso, Venetian Prealps, Istria, Croatia,
Bulgary.

Vaccinites chaperi (Douvillé)
(Figure 2, G, K)

Douvillé (1891-97) 1nstituted the species Hippurites
chaperi, based on specimens from Greece, attributing it to the
group of Hippurites cornu-vaccinum Bronn together with Hip-
purites gaudryvi (Munier-Chalmas), Hippurites alpinus Dou-
villé and Hippurites taburnii Guiscardi. This group of
hippuritids, with polygonal pores in the left valve, was consid-

ered typical of the eastern province.
On the other hand, Toucas (1903-04), because of difti-

culties when recognizing the apex of the ligamentary crest,
attributed some specimens collected in France (Corbi€res and
Provence) of Vaccinites zurcheri (Douvillé), with reticulate
pores in the left valve, to Vaccinites chaperi (Douvill€). This
fact favoured the taxonomic confusion between both species
of hippuritids, specially when only right valves were consid-

ered.
As it has been pointed out, Parona (1908) attributed to

H. chaperi the type specimen of H. fortisi (Catullo), not ac-
cepting 1ts priority.

Kiihn (1948) revised H. (V.) chaperi. In this species he
included specimens that differ from H. fortisi in the thinner
external ornamentation, the absence of inner infoldings, and
slight differences in the angle between the ligamentary crest
and the myocardinal apparatus and in the position of the
posterior my ophore.
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This species has been reported from Greece, Italy (Friuli,
Dolomites, Venetian Prealps), Serbia, Bosnia-Herzegovina
and Slovenia. Douvillé (1891-97) attributed a probable San-
tonian age to the holotype from Antinitza; this age has been
accepted by all successive authors.

Vaccinites dtheniensis (Ktenas)
(Figure 2, J, L, M)

Ktenas (1907) erected Hippurites atheniensis tor speci-
mens from Greece that, because of their large size and relative
diversity of internal features—highly pedunculated ligamen-
tary crest and pillars, the second one falciform—were not
comparable to any preexisting species.

When Milovanovic (1934) recognized Hippurites (Vac-
cinites) atheniensis Ktenas in Serbia, he noted that his speci-
mens showed 1dentical features to those of Ktenas, only at a
certain ontogenetic stage, while, when examined 1n different
sections, they were very similar to Hippurites (Vaccinites)
taburnii Guiscardi. Milovanovic (1956) proposed Hippurites
(Vaccinites) atheniensis serbicus for the specimens from Ser-
bia. | |

Sladic-Trifunovic (1967) revised Hippurites athenien-
sis, distinguishing three subspecies, H. atheniensis athenien-
sis, H. atheniensis serbicus and H. atheniensis grubici, based
on the relative distances among the three inner tolds, ditferent
in each of them.

The species, besides Greece and Serbia, has been re-
ported in Dalmatia, Istria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Slovenia,
Karintia, Bulgana, Hungary and Italy by several authors.

Ktenas (1907) hypothesized a late Turonian age for his
species. Kithn (1948) attributed a probable late Santonian age.
Kaumanns (1962) indicated the early Santonian. Polsak (1967)
attributed a Santonian-early Campanian age; this age was
confirmed by successive authors.

Other species
(Figure 1, A, H)

Kollman and coworkers (1985) erected Pseudopironaea
hellenica, collected in Greece, only because the inner margin
of her specimens presented undulations (pseudopillars); all the
other features correspond to those already described for the
aforementioned species. More or less accentuated undulations
are common 1n all large sized Vaccinites.

Polsak and Sliskovic (1989) instituted Vaccinites pleni-
cari, from Bosnia and Croatia, which 1s much similar to the
species earlier described. Although they affirm that the li-
gamentary crest 1s rounded at its apex, 1t appears as truncated
in their figures.

SYSTEMATIC PALAEONTOLOGY

Family Hippuritidae Gray, 1848

Genus Vaccinites Fisher, 1887

Type species— Hippurites cornu-vaccinum Bronn, 1831 from
Untersberg (Salzbourg, Austna).

Vaccinites fortisi (Catullo, 1827)
(Figure 1; Figure 2, A-N; Figure 3, O-Z)

71802 Orthoceratites; Fortis, p. 150, pl. 6, fig. c.

v¥1827 Hippurites fortisi Catullo, p. 171, pl. 6, figs. B, b.

ve 1827 Hippurites fitoloideus Catullo, p. 173, pl. 7, figs. A,
B, C.

ve 1834 Sphaerulites umbellam Catullo, p. 14, pl. 1, f1g. 2.

1834 Hippurites fortisi Catullo; Catullo, p. 13.

1834 Hippurites fitoideus Catullo; Catullo, p. 15.

1842 Hippurites fortisi Catullo; Catullo, p. 5.

1842 Hippurites fitoideus Catullo; Catullo, p. 5.

1842 Hippurites maximus Catullo, p. 5, [fide Parona 1908 =
Hippurites (Vaccinites) praecorbaricus Toucas].

71843/44 Hippurites cf. fortisi; Da Rio, p. 366.

21848 Hippurites fortisi Catullo var.; Gemmellaro, p. 35.

¢ 1864 Hippurites taburnii Guiscardi, p. 2, pl. 1, fig. 1.

¢ 1864 Hippurites baylei Guiscardi, p. 3, pl. 1, tigs. 2, 3. |

e 1864 Hippurites arduini Guiscardi, p. 4, pl. 1, fig. 4, a; pl. 2,
figs. 4, b, 5-9.

¢ 1862-67 Hippurites gaudryi Munier-Chalmas in Gaudry, p.
390.

1891-97 Hippurites taburnii Guiscardi; Douville, p. 29, text-
fig. 18, [cop. Guiscardl 1864 ]. _

1891-97 Hippurites baylei Guiscardi; Douvillé, p. 29, text-fig.
19, [cop. Guiscardl 1864].

¢1891-97 Hippurites gaudryi Munier-Chalmas; Douvﬂle p.
438, text-fig. 34; pl. 7, f1gs. 1-3.

¢ 1896 Hippurites crassicostatus Futterer, p. 6, pl. 1, flgs 1,
a, b, 2; pl. 2, figs. 1, a, b, 2.

¢1891-97 Hippurites taburnii? Guiscardi; Douvﬂle p. 203,
pl. 30, fig. &.

ve 1891-97 Hippurites gaudryi Mumer—Chalmas Douvillg, p.
213, pl. 31, figs. 5, 6; pl. 34, figs. 1, 2.

ve 1891-97 Hippurites chaperi Douvillé, p. 214, pl. 30, ﬁgs.
6, 7.

ve 1898 Hippurites taburnii Guiscardi; De Alessandri, p. 183,
pl. 14, figs. 1, 4.

ve 1901 Hippurites taburnii Guiscardi; Parona, p. 212, pl. 1,
figs. 13, 14; pl. 3, fig. 12.

ve 1904 Vaccinites taburnii (Guiscardi); Toucas, p. 99, text-
fig. 155, [same specimen as 1n Parona 1901].

21904 Vaccinites gaudryi Munier-Chalmas; Toucas, p. 100,
text-fig. 157.

¢ 1907 Hippurites atheniensis Ktenas, p. 698, text-f1g.

ve 1908 Hippurites (Vaccinites) praecorbaricus Toucas; Paro-
na [partim], p. 143, text-fig. 2, [non text-fig. 3 = Hip-
purites nanus Catullo Vaccinites gosaviensis
Douvill¢].
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Figure 1. Vertexes of the triangle with the Al, A2, A3 angles on a transverse
section of Vaccinites fortisi (Catullo) right valve. Matese Mts., central Italy.

¢ 1908 Hippurites (Vaccinites) praepetrocoriensis Toucas; Pa-
rona, p. 145, text-fig. 4.

ve 1908 Hippurites (Vaccinites) chaperi Douvillé; Parona, p.
147, text-tfig. 6, [holotype, specimen figured by Catullo
1827].

ve 1908 Hippurites (Vaccinites) gaudryi Munier-Chalmas; Pa-
rona, p. 148, text-fig. 8. | . -

ve 1908 Hippurites (Vaccinites) f.1ind. Parona p. 149.

ve1910 Hippurites (Vaccinites) taburnii Guiscardi; Douvillé,
p.41,pl. 2, figs. 1,2, 2, a, 3.

ve 1910 Hippurites (Vaccinites) sp. Douvillé, p. 42, pl. 2, fig.

1911 Hippurites chaperi Douvillé; Parona, p. 4, text-fig. 1.

¢ 1912 Hippurites gaudryi Munier-Chalmas; Shubert, p. 2, 61,
text-fig. 21.

ve 1913 Hippurites (Vaccinites) jullieni Douvillé, p. 242, text-
figs. 3, 4; pl. 14, fig. 1, [holotype - Douvillé 1910, pl 2,
fig. 3]. | | ST

¢1926 H:ppurxtes ( Vacczmtes) chaperi Douvﬂle Parona p.
20, pl. 1, f1g. 3; pl. 2, fig. 6.

1926 Hippurites (Vaccinites) gaudryi Munier-Chalmas; Pa-
rona, p. 21, pl. 1, figs. 4, a, b; pl. 2, f1gs. 5, a, b.

01926 Hippurites (Vaccinites) taburnii Guiscardi, Parona, p.
22. . -

¢ 1932 Vaccinites taburnii Guiscardi; Milovanovic, p. 51, pl.
2, fig. 2.

1932 Hippurites (Vaccinites) fitoloideus Catullo; Kiihn, p. 47.

¢ 1934 Hippurites atheniensis Ktenas; Milovanovic, p. 202,
text-f1gs. 6-13. E i g Liatmisapad w0

1941 Hippurites (Vaccinites) gaudryi; Montagne p 61 pl.
4, fig. 4.

Figure 2. Transverse sections of several right valves of Vaccinites fortisi
(Catullo) where the position of the considered triangle has been indicated (see
list of specimens in Table 1). Scale bar = 10 mm.

¢ 1942 Hippurites atheniensis Ktenas; Van Soest, p. 31, pl. 3.

¢ 1948 Hippurites (Vaccinites) atheniensis Ktenas; Kiihn, p.
174, text-figs. 2, 3.

1948 Hippurites (Vaccinites) fortisi Catullo; Kiihn, p. 177,
text-fig. 5 (cop. Parona 1908, text-fig. 6).

1948 Hippurites (Vaccinites) chaperi Douvillé; Kiihn, p. 179,
text-fig. 6.

71948 Hippurites (Vaccinites) cornu-vaccinum Bronn var.
gaudryi (Munier-Chalmas); Kiihn, p. 180, text-figs. 8-
11; pl. 27, fig. 1.

¢ 1951 Hippurites (Vaccinites) cornu-vaccinum Bronn; Pejo-
vic, p. 93, pl. 3, fig. 1.

¢1951 Hippurites chaperi Douvillé; Pejovic, p. 92, pl. 1, fig. 1.

¢ 1956 Hippurites atheniensis var. serbicus Milovanovic.

¢ 1957 Hippurites (Vaccinites) atheniensis Ktenas; Pasic, p.
119, pl. 35, fig. 1; pl. 37, fig. 1.

¢ 1957 Hippurites (Vaccinites) taburnii Guiscardi; Pasic, p.
130, pl. 37, f1g. 2.

¢ 1957 Hippurites (Vaccinites) athemensw Ktenas; Pejovic, p.
95, pl. 34, fig. 1; pl. 35, fig. 1; pl. 36, fig. 1; pl. 37, fag.
1.

© 1957 Hippurites (Vaccinites) taburnii Guiscardi; Pejovic, p.

103, text-f1g. 46.
¢1958 Hippurites (Vaccinites) atheniensis Ktenas; PolSak, p.

2, text-fig. 2.
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Figure 3. Transverse sections of several right valves of Vaccinites fortisi
(Catullo) where the position of the considered triangle has been indicated (see

list of specimens in Table 1). Scale bar = 10 mm.

¢ 1959 Hippurites (Vaccinites) atheniensis Ktenas; PolSak, p.
58, text-fig. 1; pl. 1, figs. 1-3; pl. 2, figs. 1, 2; pl. 3, fig. 1.

¢ 1959 Hippurites (Vaccinites) cornu-vaccinum gaudryi (Mu-
nier-Chalmas); PolSak, p. 64, text-fig. 2; pl. 3, figs. 1-3;
pl. 6, figs. 1, 2.

¢1960 Hippurites cornu-vaccinum Bronn; Pejovic and Kiihn,
p- 136-138.

1960 Hippurites chaperi Douvillé; Pejovic and Kiihn, p.
136-138.

e1962 Hippurites atheniensis Ktenas; Kaumanns, p. 297.

¢ 1963 Hippurites (Vaccinites) cornu-vaccinum gaudryi (Mu-
nier-Chalmas); PolSak, p. 438, pl. 2, fig. 1.

1963 Hippurites (Vaccinites) fortisi Catullo; PolSak, p. 441,
pl. 3, fig. 1.

¢ 1963 Hippurites (Vaccinites) atheniensis Ktenas; Sliskovic,
p. 8, pl. 1, fig. 1.

¢1967 Hippurites (Vaccinites) atheniensis Ktenas; PolSak, p.
118, text-fig. 39; pl. 73, figs. 1, 2.

¢ 1967 Hippurites (Vaccinites) taburnii Guiscardi; Polsak, p.
119, text-fig. 40; pl. 74, f1gs. 1-3.

¢ 1967 Hippurites (Vaccinites) atheniensis Ktenas; Plenicar
and Buser, p. 156, pl. 7, fig. 1.

¢ 1967 Hippurites atheniensis atheniensis Ktenas; Sladic-Tri-
funovic, text-figs. 1 [cop. Ktenas 1907], 2 [cop. Milova-
novic 1934], 3-15, 16 [cop. Polsak 1967], 17, 18 [cop.
Milovanovic 1934], 19 [cop. PolSak 1967], 20, 21.

01967 Hippurites atheniensis serbicus Milovanovic; Sladic-
Trifunovic, text-fig. 22 [cop. Milovanovic 1934}].
¢1967 Hippurites atheniensis grubici Sladic-Tnifunovic, text-
fig. 23 [cop. PolSak 1959], 24 [cop. De Alessandr
18987], 25 [cop. Pasic 19571, 26 [cop. Pasic 1957].

¢1967 Hippurites (Vaccinites) chaperi Douvillé; Sliskovic, p.
23, text-figs. 1-5; pl. 1, figs. 1, 2; pl. 2, f1gs. 1, 2.

¢1973 Hippurites (Vaccinites) atheniensis Ktenas; Sakella-
riou-Mané, p. 399, pl. 4, fig. 1.

¢1975 Hippurites (Vaccinites) chaperi Douvillé; Plenicar, p.
98, pl. 13, fig. 1; pl. 14, figs. 1, 2.

¢1981 Vaccinites atheniensis (Ktenas); Pamouktchiev, p. 177,
pl. 86, f1g. 3.

¢1981 Vaccinites cornu-vaccinum gaudryi (Munier-Chal-
mas); Pamouktchiev, p. 170, pl. 86, figs 1, 1, a.

ve 1982 Vaccinites atheniensis (Ktenas); Accordi and cowor-
kers, p. 770, pl. 3, fig. c; pl. 4, figs. 2, 6.

ve 1982 Vaccinites taburnii (Guiscardi); Accordi and cowor-
kers, p. 771, pl. 5, f1g. 3.

ve 1982 Vaccinites giganteus (d’Hombres-Firmas); Accordi
and coworkers, p. 771, pl. 5, f1gs. 6, 7.

01982 Vaccinites atheniensis Ktenas; Czabalay, p. 34, text-
fig. 13; pl. 11, fig. 3; pl. 12, f1g. 1.

¢1982 Vaccinites taburnii (Guiscardi); Czabalay, p. 36, pl. 11,
fig.1; pl. 20, fig. 1.

1982 Vaccinites fortisi (Catullo); Czabalay, p. 40, text-fig. 13;
pl. 17, fig. 4; pl. 25, fig. 6. | |

ve 1985 Pseudopironaea hellenica Lupu in Kollmann, Lupu
and Velitzelos, p. 129, pl. 3, figs. 23, 24.

71989 Vaccinites plenicari Polsak and Sliskovic, p. 56, pl. 1,
figs. 1-3; pl. 2, figs. 1-3.

¢1989 Vaccinites taburnii (Guiscardi); Ozer, p. 337,pl 1, figs. 1-6.

ve 1990 Vaccinites taburnii (Guiscardi); Cestari and Sirna, p.
20, pl. 4, figs. 1, 2; pl. 6, f1gs. 1, 2.

ve 1990 Vaccinites taburnii (Guiscardi); Accordi and cowor-
kers, pl. 1, figs. 7, 8.

ve 1992 Vaccinites jullieni (Douvillé); Chikhi-Aouimeur, p.
174, pl. 5.

ve 1992 Vaccinites aff. chaperi (Douvillé); Chikhi- Aouimeur,
p. 175, pl. 6.

ve 1992 Vaccinites taburnii (Guiscardi); Chikhi-Aouimeur, p.
175, pl. 7.

ve 1993 Vaccinites taburnii (Guiscardi); Cherchi and cowor-
kers, pl. 5, fig. 4.

Holotype—The holotype described by Catullo (1827, p. 171,
pl. 6, figs. B, b) and figured in section in Parona (1908, text-fig.
6) as "Hippurites (Vaccinites) chaperi", from Monte Piné,
Santa Croce, Cansiglio, northern Italy.

Material—Although many of the observations were extracted
from figures in the literature, the authors examined directly the
specimens from Catullo, housed at the Istituto di Geologia,
Universita di Padova (IGUP); those described by Parona, to-
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day housed partly at the aforementioned institution and partly
at the Istituto di Geologia, Universita di Torino (IGUT); those
from the old collection of the Ecole Nationale des Mines
studied by Douvillé, housed at the Université de Lyon (EMP);
those from De Alessandri, housed at the British Museum
(BM); as well as other specimens in the museum of the
Servizio Geologico Nazionale, Rome (MSGN) and in the
Naturhistorisches Museum Wien (NHMW).

Specimens collected by us in south-central Apennines
(Matese and Simbruini-Ernici Mts.) are housed partly at the
Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra, Universita di Roma
(DSTR) and partly in the palacontological collections at the
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona (PUAB).

Description—Externally, the right valve has a cilindrical to
conical shape and 1s ornamented by pronounced costae, al-
though they are often eroded in large-size specimens. Trans-
versal section shows that ligamentary crest and pillars are very
close to each other, relative distances among the three inner
folds are very variable, and specimens with both pillars emerg-
ing from a single peduncle are not rare. The ligamentary crest
1s long and thin and presents a truncated apex; this feature is
not always evident, so that in literature, specimens figured with
rounded apex, after careful examination, resulted to be with
truncated apex. The first pillar 1s elongated and pedunculated;
the head of the second, also elongated and pedunculated, is
reniform to falciform pointing towards the ligamentary crest.

Some specimens may reach considerable size, these
and/or specially those which suffered a quick increase in
diameter may have a very long and thin ligamentary crest, a
first pillar with very thin base and peduncle resulting in a
rounded head, and a second pillar with a long and thin peduncle
and a highly falciform head; these specimens also display
considerable variability in these characters and in the relative
distances among the three inner folds and present a still lower
angle between the ligamentary crest and the miocardinal appa-

ratus.
The left valve, almost never described in literature, has

simple polygonal pores.

Measurements—In order to quantify the variability in the
location of the three inner folds, when observed in a transversal
section of the right valves, were considered the angular meas-
ures (Al, A2 and A3) ot the tnangle defined by the apex of the
ligamentary crest (L) and the center of the head of the first (P1)
and second (P2) pillars (Figure 1); as well as the LSE triangle
in radiolitids in Cestari (1992).

The present authors consider these three points as repre-
senting the position of functional elements, the ligament and
the probable ejective structures; instead, the point of insertion
of each of the three internal folds to the inner shell margin,
considered by most of the preceding authors, depends on
ecological factors occurring during the shell-growth proc-

CS88CS.

The list of measured specimens is given in Table 1. In
the first column, the number given to each specimen 1s 1ndi-
cated, in order to identificate it in tables and graphics of
measurements. Those specimens shown 1n Figures 2 and 3 are
indicated with the corresponding capital letter in the second
column. In the third column, the original name followed by the
bibliographic reference for those specimens already figured
and the locality for all of them are indicated, as well as the
repository, where it 1s known. The presence of an acronym and
a register number indicates that the original specimen was

measured, instead of the original figure.
Values of angles Al, A2 and A3 and ratios Al/A2,

A1/A3 and A2/A3 for each measured specimen are given in

Table 2. Specimens have been sorted following increasing Al
values; measure error 1°, so A1 + A2 + A3 can be different of
180°.

Measures of the angles and ratios among them are
graphically represented respectively 1n Figures 4 and 5; 1n
abscissa there are the numbers of each specimen and 1n ordi-
nate respectively the angular values and the ratios among them.
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Figure 4. Graphics of Al, A2, A3 values for each of the measured specimens,
sorted following increasing A1 values.

DISCUSSION

Specimens attributed 1n literature to Vaccinites fortisi, V.
taburnii, V. gaudryi, V. chaperi, V. atheniensis and other less
used specific names, share, as indicated, diagnostic characters.
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Figure 5. Graphics of A1/A2, A1/A3, A2/A3 ratios for each of the measured
specimens, sorted following mcreasing A1l values.
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Table 1. List of measured and figured specimens.

No. | Fig. Measured and figured specimens
1 v H. gaudry (in Douvillé, 1892; pl. 7, fig. 3); Caprena (Greece),
EMP R666
5 | ya | (V) taburnii (in Douvillé, 1910; pl. 2, fig. 2a); Constantine
(Algeria); EMP R373 3
3 H. taburnii (in De Alessandri, 1898; pl. 14; figs. 1, 4); Sirone
(Italy); BM L 62326
4 T H. gaudry (in Douvillé, 1897; pl. 34, fig. 1); Santa Croce (Italy);
EMP R644
S V. fortisi; Matese Mt. (5. Polo)
6 | C |V fortisi; Matese Mt. (Piano di Corte)
7 X |H. (V.) jullieni; Khenchela (Algena); EMP R501/R374
2 B H. taburnii (in Guiscardi, 1864; pl. 1, fig. 1); Taburno Mt. (Italy);
Guiscardi Coll. Napoli?
9 S | V. fortisi; Matese Mt. (Piano di Corte)
10 W | H. Fortisi; holotype of Catullo; Colli Euganei (Italy); IGUP
11 p H. gaudry (in Douvillé, 1897; pL. 31, fig. 6); Antinitza (Greece);
EMP R648/629
19 7 H. taburnii (in Parona, 1901; pl. 1, fig. 14); Taburno Mt? (Italy);
Salmojraghi Coll. Torino?
13 V. fortisi; Simbruini Mts. (Italy); DSTR 872
14 R H. gaudri (in Douvillé, 1897, pl. 31, fig. 5); Delphos (Greece);
EMP R649
15 Uh H. (V.) taburnii (in Douvillé, 1910; pl. 2, fig. 2a); Constantine
(Algeria); EMP R373
16 0 H. (V) praecorbaricus (in Parona, 1908; text-fig. 2); Cansiglio
(Italy); IGUP 7250
17 J H. atheniensis grubici (in Sladic, 1967; text-fig. 23); Vrpolje,
Dalmatia; Zagreb?
18 H. taburnii (in Parona 1901; pl. 3, fig. 12); Benevento (Italy);
IGUP w/n (without number)
19 A | Pseudopironaea hellenica; Macedonia (Greece); NHMW w/n
H. baylei (in Guiscardi, 1864; pl. 1, fig. 2); Italy; Guiscardi Coll.
20 A" s
Napol1?
21 O V. taburnii (in Accordi et al., 1990; pl. 1, fig. 8); Matese Mt.
(Italy); DSTR GF66
79 H. taburnii (in Parona, 1901; text fig. 13); Taburno Mt. (Italy);
Salmojraghi Coll. Torino?
23 V. fortisi; Matese Mt. (Piano di Corte)
24 H. gaudry (in Douvillé, 1897, pl. 34, fig. 2); Sessana (Slovenia);
EMP R643
95 Sphaerulites umbellatus (in Catullo, 1834; pl. 1, fig. 2; upper
valve), Cansiglio (Italy); IGUP w/n
H. (V.) gaudry (in Parona, 1926; pl. 2, fig. 5b); Lesece (Slovenia);
26 E :
Trieste?
7 E H. chaperi (in Douvillé, 1897; pl. 30, fig. 6); Antimtza (Greece),
EMP R650
28 V. taburnii (in Accordi et al., 1982; pl. 5, fig. 3); Matese Mt. (Italy)
o H. (V.) praepetrocoriensis (in Parona, 1908; text-fig. 4); Cansiglio
(Italy), IGUT w/n
H. (V.)) chaperi (in Parona, 1926; pl. 2, fig. 6); Opicina (Italy);
30 G .
Tneste?
31 V. taburnii (in Cestari and Sima, 1990, pl. 4, fig. 1); Vitulano
(Italy); MSGN
39 H V. plenicari (inPolSak and Sliskovic, 1989; pl. Im, fig. 1); Zagreb
(Croatia); DGPZ 1319
33 I | V. taburni (inCherchi et al., 1993; pl. 5, fig. 4); Matese Mt. (Italy)
34 [ H. atheniensis serbicus (in Sladic, 1967; text-fig. 22); Ribarica
(Serbia); Beograd?
35 V. fortisi; Matese Mt. (Piano di Corte)
36 K H. chaperi (in Douvillé, 1897, pl. 30, fig. 7); Antinitza (Greece);
EMP R627
37 D V. taburnii (in Cestari and Sirna, 1990; pl. 6, fig. 1); Vitulano
(Italy); MSGN
38 | N |H. crassicostatus (in Futterer, 1896; pl. 1, fig. 2); Barcis (Italy)
30 | M | H. atheniensis (in Ktenas, 1907; tcxt-fig. w/n) Athens (Greece)
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In the transversal sections represented in Figures 2 and
3, which include the types and representatives of all these
species, the pattern of the three inner tolds, conformed by the
elongation of the ligamentary crest, the pedunculation of both
pillars and the form (from reniform to falciform) of the head
of the second pillar, form a continuous variation series.

Angle A1 has revealed as being the most representative
in order to indicate the relative position of the two pillars with
respect to the ligamentary crest. In the graphic of Figure 4, with
the specimens sorted following increasing Al values, it can be
observed a continuous variation of values from 22 to 52°,
without any steps among them.

When comparing the graphics of Figures 4 and 5 with
the list in Table 1, it can be observed that the different specific
attributions can not be clustered; they are completely mixed,
although V. chaperi and V. atheniensis tend to be located with
the higher values.

It is concluded that, as stated in the synonymy list, all
these species can be included in Vaccinites fortisi (Catullo).

STRATIGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION

Although there is some uncertainty about the age in
many of the reported data on Vaccinites fortisi, and the former
species here considered as synonyms, most authors indicate

the Santoman.
In the central Apennines, this species occurs in a micro-

facies characterized by the presence of Cuneolina gr. pavonia
Henson, Moncharmontia apenninica De Castro, Accordiella
conica Farinacci, Rotorbinella scarsellai Torre, Aeolisaccus
kotori Radoicic, Scandonea samnitica De Castro, Sgrossoella
parthenopeia, large Dicyclinids, rare Keramosphaerina ter-
gestina and others, indicating a Santonian-?earliest Cam-
panian age.
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